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(57) Abstract 

The complexity of the information of picture signals is detected and quantizing steps arc controlled according 
to the complexity. The differentiation of the picture signals is quantized in different quantizing steps, and the codes 
output as a result of the quantization are compared in length with a target code length. The results of comaration serve 
to determine a quantization index indicative of a quantizing step, the above-mentioned picture signals are quantized 
in the quantizing step based on the quantization index, and variable -length encoding processing is performed on the 
above-mentioned quantized outputs. At the time of determination of the quantization index, the value of a target 
quantization index indicating a target quantizing step size at which a target code length can be obtained is searched 
only between two quantization indexes indicating their corresponding quantizing steps in which the two output code 
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